St. Philip Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 22, 2020 10:30 a.m.
+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE: “Hymn Medley”

[arr. Arthur Ghere]

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
We sit or kneel. Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake,
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN: ELW #708 – “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”

[CHEREPONI]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord of love, you have taught us that love is your greatest commandment. Teach us to
love as unconditionally as you love us. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
+ WORD +
PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4
A reading from Psalm 89.
1I

will sing of your steadfast love, O LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
3You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
4'I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.'"

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING: Mark 12:28-44
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
28One

of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing
that he answered them well, he asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?"
29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 32Then the scribe said to
him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him there is
no other'; 33and 'to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with
all the strength,' and 'to love one's neighbor as oneself,' — this is much more important
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." 34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely,
he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared to ask
him any question.
35While

Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, "How can the scribes say that the
Messiah is the son of David? 36David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, 'The Lord said
to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet." ' 37David
himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?" And the large crowd was listening to
him with delight.38As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around
in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best
seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows' houses
and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation."
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41He

sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them,
"Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on."
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #759 – “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

[OLIVET]
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift
each of you has received.
- 1 Peter 4:10
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
If you would like to provide an offering for the mission of the church, please go to
www.stphiliplutheranchurchmb.com and click “Give to St. Philip.”
OFFERTORY MUSIC
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

[Frederick C. Maker]

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the
offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and
beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought.
Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek goodness,
righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek
to cause violence or terror. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek
prayer this day especially those who are suffering from the COVID-19 virus. Accomplish
healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all
who tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with
you. We give thanks for your saints. Join us together with them as your children in this
world and the next. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, you are our refuge and strength, our present help in time of trouble. We
ask for extra care and grace for those who tend the needs of the sick. Strengthen them in
body and spirit. Refresh them when weary; console them when anxious; comfort them
in grief; and hearten them in discouragement. Be with us all and give us peace at all times
and in every way. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of insight, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to
sing your praise. Though we are not worshiping together in one room, we ask that you
still fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit
and truth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
+ SENDING +
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you + peace.
Amen.
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HYMN: ELW #324 – “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

[RATHBUN]

DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

[arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams]
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